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Oconto County Child Protection and Law Enforcement began our chapter of the DEC program in 2019 with combined efforts 

of Child Protection, Law Enforcement, Probation/Parole and Public Health. Other entities are also strong aspects of our 

program in keeping these children safe including school staff, medical professionals, community members, and many more. 

We have been making significant efforts in identifying drug-endangered children and keeping them safe, breaking the 

familial cycle of addiction/abuse/neglect and assist addicted parents in getting the help and resources they need. The 

following is Oconto County’s definition of a drug-endangered child: 

“Any child(ren) at risk of: neglect, sexual/physical abuse, emotional abuse or mental harm by the parents/caregiver’s use, 

distribution, or manufacture of any controlled substance, illegal substance, and/or alcohol. 

OR 

The parent/caregiver’s failure to protect the child(ren) from the exposure to the use, distribution, or manufacture of any 

controlled substance, illegal substance, and/or alcohol.” 

“The DEC movement challenges all of us to recognize risks and to work together using the DEC Approach to protect children 
from neglect and abuse, which all too often occurs across generations. By working together and leveraging resources, we can 

provide drug endangered children opportunities to live in safe and nurturing environments free from abuse and neglect.” 
 

“Each year, the National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children recognizes the fourth Wednesday of April as a day to 

highlight the struggles facing children who are endangered by their caregivers’ drug use. This year’s DEC Awareness Day is 

Wednesday, April 22. This is a time to focus on children who are often left behind, and an opportunity for communities to 

collaborate on innovative programs to identify, protect, and support these children.” 

 
(National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children) 

 

Roughly, 1/3 of all Oconto 

County Child Protection 

investigations are because 

of caregiver drug abuse. 

About 60% of Oconto 

County children placed 

out of the home in both 

2019 and 2020 was 

because of caregiver 

drug abuse. 
 

For the last few years, meth and alcohol caregiver abuse 

has been seen the most in maltreatment of Oconto 

County children through Child Protection. 
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Risk factors of a drug-endangered child: 
 Risk of physical abuse (3 times more likely) 

o Erratic discipline 
o Increased irritability 
o Irrational rage 

 Risk of neglect (4 times more likely) 
o Lack of supervision  
o Lack of necessities 

 

Risk examples: 
 Exposed to drug deals/violent criminal activity 

 Drug transporting- transporting in children’s items 

 Children used as pawns/decoys 

 Kidnapping 

 Home invasions 

 Violence/domestic violence 

 Exposure and ingestion 

 Overlay deaths 

 Environmental Chaos 

 Lack of supervision 

 Lack of necessities 

 Human/Sex Trafficking 

Possible signs of abuse and neglect of a 

drug-endangered child: 

 Abuse 

o Unexplained/suspicious injuries 

o Child fearful of caregiver 
o Knowledge of sexual activity beyond their age 

o Domestic violence between caregivers 

 Neglect 

o Lack of basic necessities 

o Signs or threats of violence in the home 

o Untreated illnesses or injuries 

o Child committing crimes to support 

caregivers drug habits 

o Child parentified 

o Child witnessing criminal behaviors 

o Child is dirty 

o Health risks in residence 

 

Long term effects of a drug-endangered child: 
• Emotional problems: anxiety, PTSD, complex emotions, attachment disorders 
• Behavioral problems: sexually act out, act out what they have seen, eating disorders 
• Cognitive problems: inability to pick up on social cues, difficulty paying attention, difficulty talking and listening, 

difficulty remembering, trouble reading (moving from left to right), doesn’t learn from mistakes/experiences 
• Denied fundamental developmental experiences required to self‐regulate, relate, communicate and think 

 

Intervening with these families can provide these children with 

a safe environment, and provide the family resources necessary 

for the children to be safe with their primary caregivers. 

It’s never too early to intervene, 

it’s never too late either. 
 


